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same battle. 


Kandahar province 


borders Zabul to the south 


Dai Chopan police chief 


Juman Khan told Reuters 


up to 600 Taliban fighters 


were thought to be in the 


after launching 


attacks 

on Friday 

and 

Saturday, 

’ including 

an 

ambush 

that left 

five 


25 Aug-A joint Afghan-US 
military operation in south¬ 


eastern Afghanistan has left 


a number of Taliban fighters 


dead, US and local Afghan 


officials in the region say 


A spokesman for the 


governor of Afghanistan's 


Zabul province, Ahmadullah 


Watan Dost, said Afghan 


troops had overrun 


Taliban base after US forces 


bombed it on Monday. 

He claimed that as many as 
40 or 50 fighters were 
killed, but a statement by 
the US military from 
Bagram airbase put the 
number at 14. 

There has been no 
independent confirmation of 
the deaths. US and Afghan 
sources also disagreed about 


the exact location of the 
operation. The BBC's lan 


McWilliam in Kabul says 


militants based in Zabul are 


suspected of trying to 


destabilize both 


province and neighboring 


Uruzgan province 


A BBC correspondent says 


that this appears to be one of 


the biggest concentrations of 


Taliban fighters in recent 


months. 

Mr Dost said the Taliban 
base was in the Dozi area of 
Zabul's Dai Chopan district. 

The statement by the US 
military said F-16 fighters 
and A-10 aircraft attacked 
enemy forces in Kandahar 
province. However, experts 
say that the statement 
appeared to be referring to 


Afghan 


soldiers dead 


government 


He said the ground force 


of 450 Afghans and about 


two dozen Americans who 


mopped up the base were 


holding about 40 people. 


The rest of Taliban, I 


think, have fled," Mr Khan 


He said it was thought the 


Taliban group was being 
headed by senior leader 
Mullah Dadullah. There 
was no indication of his 
whereabouts. 

Kabul has repeatedly said 
that Taliban insurgents are 
planning their attacks and 
getting money and 
weapons from their 
supporters based in 
Pakistan. 


Aug-KABUL/SPIN 
BOLDAK (Reuters) - U S. and 
Afghan troops searched 
villages and caves for Taliban 
fugitives in the southern 
province of Zabul on Tuesday 
after up to 50 fighters were 
killed in a chase involving 
U S. jets, a police official said. 

Small groups of U S. special 
forces and 450 Afghan troops 
launched a joint operation in 
the Dai Chopan district on 
Monday after officials said 
about 600 Taliban were in the 
area, the biggest concentration 
since the regime s fall in 2001. 

"There is occasional sporadic 
shelling today." Juma Khan, 
police chief of Dai Chopan. 
told Reuters. "The fighting has 
come to an end and we are 
conducting house-to-house, 
yillage-to-village and cave-to- 
cave searches for Taliban." 

He believed the majority of 
Taliban fighters had fled into 
neighboring districts. US. 
fighter jets were in the air 
supporting the sweep, he 
added. 

Officials said the Taliban had 
lost up to 50 fighters in the 
action, but Khalid Pashtun. 
director of foreign affairs in 
the southwest of the country, 
said the death toll was only 15 

j Dozens of Taliban were also 
arrested and weapons 


In a statement issued late on 
Monday, the US. military 
said at least 14 enemy died, 
and that U.S. aircraft used 
laser-guided ammunition. It 
referred to clashes in 
Kandahar province, which 
borders Zabul, but appeared to 
be referring to the same battle. 

Mullah Abdul Jabar, 
appointed by the Taliban as its 
own governor of Zabul 
province, said only four 
Taliban fighters were killed in 
the region on Monday. 

He told Reuters by satellite 
telephone on Monday night 
from an undisclosed location 
that more than 25 enemy 
and "U.S. agents" were 
killed in the fighting. The 
U.S. military reported no 
casualties among special 
forces troops involved. 
According to Jabar, the 
Taliban were still in control 
of Dai Chopan district He 
said around 1,000 Taliban 
took part in the fighting and 
they were led by Mullah 
Abdul Razzaq Nafecs. a 
member of 10-membcr 
Taliban leadership shura. or 
council. 

He added that renowned 
Taliban commander Mullah 
Dadullah also took part 


"1 am the real governor of 
Zabul because Mullah Omar 
is the real __ ruler of 
Afghanistan," Jabar said, 
referring to the one-eyed 
supreme leader of the Taliban 
who has evaded U.S. capture. 

Jabar added that U.S.-backed 
President Hamid Karzai did 
not enjoy the support of the 
Afghan people and that the 
Taliban would soon return to 
power. 

The hardline Islamic regime, 
toppled in 2001 by a U.S.-led 
war against it and the al 
Qaeda network it sheltered, 
has declared a "jihad," or holy 
war against foreign troops and 
their allies in Afghanistan. 

Worsening violence across 
parts of the south, southeast 
and east of the country has 
been blamed mainly on 
remnants of the militia who 
are operating in increasingly 
large numbers. 

While most Afghans appear 
opposed to the Taliban, 
officials and aid workers 
are concerned that the 
ongoing lack of security and 
stalled reconstruction 

programs could turn the 
people against the 
international community in 
the country. 


officials said 


KABUL, Afghanistan - 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
have agreed to increase 
number of flights as pail 
of efforts to enhance 

i 

people-to-people contact 
between the two 

countries, official sources 
said on Friday. 

The understanding to this 
effect has been reached 
during meeting of 
Foreign Minister 

Khurshid Kasuri and his 
Afghan counterpart 
Abdullah Abdullah. 

The sources also 

informed that the Afghan 
government would soon 
allow the Pakistani banks 
to open their branches in 
Afghanistan. "Pakistan 
and Afghanistan’ enjoy 
cordial ties at the 


government level but 
such measures would 
also help bring people of 
the two countries more 
closer to each other," the 
officials remarked. 

Afghan Foreign Minister 
Abdullah while talking to 
reporters after meeting 
with Kasuri had stated 
that people of the two 
countries wanted to have 
solid and constructive 
relations with each other. 
As a gesture of goodwill 
and to assist their Afghan 
brethren, Pakistan 

government and the 
foreign affairs ministry 
would open four 
secondary-level schools 
in Afghanistan, These 
schools would be gifted 
to the Afghan Foreign 
Affairs ministry, the 


Pakistan is also planning 
to set up a kidney 
hospital in Kabul and 

open up clinics in 

Afghanistan. To a 

question, the officials 
stated that completion of 
traifi track from Chaman 
to Spin Boldak and its 
onward extension to 

Kandahar would help 
Afghanistan trade, 

specially through and 
from the Central Asian 
States. 

Pakistan has already 
offered Afghanistan the 
full use of its Karachi and 
Gawadar ports, the 
officials added. The 
officials further informed 
that work on the road 
linking Torkham with 
Jalalabad would be 
expedited. 


22 Aug-KABUL, 

Afghanistan (AP) - Sen 
John McCain demanded 
Friday that Pakistan do 
more to keep allies of 
Afghanistan's former 
ruling Taliban . regime 
from launching cross- 
border attacks that have 
plagued regular Afghans, 
U.S. troops and foreign 
aid workers. 

Insurgents in 

Afghanistan's south and 
east border regions have 
stepped up assaults 
recently, fueling concern 
that the hard-line Islamic 
militia ousted in late 2001 
is regrouping. 

McC n, with a U.S. 
cong ssional delegation 
visiting Afghanistan, said 
Pakistan was "not doing 
as much as it can" to stop 
the insurgents 

The Arizona Republican 
said the delegation would 
raise the issue when it 
meets Pakistani President 
Pervez Musharraf on 


Saturday in Pakistan. 
Pakistan withdrew its support 
for the Taliban following the 
Sept 11, 2001, terror attacks 
and has been a U.S. ally 
since. The Taliban had 
provided sanctuary to Osama 
bin Laden and his al-Qaida 
fighters. 

"We are appreciative of the 
help that Pakistan has given 
us in the war on terror and in 
other ways, but we, believe 
■that more measures can be 
taken," McCain said after 
meeting with Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai. 
"We ll be asking how the 
United States can help on the 
Pakistan side to prevent these 
escalating acts of terror." 

Last weekend, Afghan 
officials claimed hundreds of 
Taliban guerrillas traveling in 
pickup trucks from the 
direction of Pakistan had 
staged deadly attacks against 
police in eastern province of 
Paktika - the culmination of 
one of the bloodiest weeks in 
Afghanistan since the 


Taliban were ousted. 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Khursheed Kasuri said in 
Kabul on Friday that 
Pakistan had demonstrated 
its commitment to fighting 
terror by arresting 
hundreds of suspects and 
handing them over to the 
United States. 

He said he had proposed 
stronger intelligence ties 
with Pakistan to stop cross 
border attacks, though he 
added that not all the 
assaults happen near the 
frontier 

Separately, Pakistan on 
Friday freed 41 men who 
had fought for the Taliban 
after authorities determined 
they did not have ties to 
terrorist groups, said 
Maulana Tahir Ashrafi, an 
adviser to the Punjab 
provincial government. 

The men were arrested in 
neighboring Afghanistan 
but were returned to 
Pakistan last May. 
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25 Aug—BBC - The head of 
the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime has 
arrived in Afghanistan to 
visit projects connected 
with Afghanistan's illegal 
narcotics industry. 

Antonio Maria Costa will 
visit two of Afghanistan's 
main poppy growing areas 
in the north east of the 
country. 

Afghanistan is the source of 
about three quarters of the 
world's supply of opium 
which is made from the 
poppy flower. 

The north of Afghanistan 
has had a bumper crop this 
year as good winter snows 
have watered the fields of 
brilliant red, purple- and 
white poppies. 

Dr Costa has arrived on a 


regular visit to inspect the 
work of the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime, which is 
trying to reduce poppy 
cultivation here and the 
illegal export of opium and 
its derivative, heroin. 

Afghanistan supplies most 
of the opium and heroin 
consumed in Europe and in 
Afghanistan's neighbors, 
Pakistan and Iran. 

Dr Costa is meeting the 
Afghan president, Hamid 
Karzai, in Kabul and he 
will also travel to 
Badakhshan and Nangrahar 
in the north and east, two of 
Afghanistan's main poppy 
growing provinces. 

President Karzai s 

government has banned 
poppy cultivation, but 


eradicating the lethal flower 
is difficult because it is one 
of the few sources of 
income in the impoverished 
areas where it is grown 

A farmer can make several 
thousand dollars from a 
poppy harvest, whereas 
growing wheat or other 
crops would provide barely 
a subsistence living. 

Opium has long been used 
as a traditional medicine in 
Afghanistan, but heroin 
consumption has not been a 
significant problem 

But a recent survey by the 
UN suggested that the use 
of opium, heroin and other 
narcotics in Kabul is also 
on the rise. 



25 Aug-ISLAMABAD 
(The News) - A group 
calling itself "suicide 
attackers for Islam" has 
vowed there will be no end 
to violence plaguing 
Afghanistan until foreign 
forces leave the war- 
shattered nation, a report 

said on Monday. 

"We will continue our 
struggle against the 
aggressive foreign troops 
until we compel them to 
quit from every corner of 
the country," the group said 
in a message sent to the 
private Afghan Islamic 
Press (A1P) over the 
weekend. 

The message was signed by 
the "Fedayeen Islam," 
which means suicide 
attackers for Islam, and was 
written in Pashtu language. 
A IP, a Pakistan-based news 
agency, said the statement 


was issued by the group’s 
eastern Afghanistan branch. 

Pamphlets previously 

circulated around southern 
Pakistan-Afghan border 
areas, where remnants of 
Afghanistan’s ousted 

Taliban regime are believed 

to be regrouping and 
launching attacks, have 
purportedly been signed by 
Taliban commanders 

calling themselves 

"Fedayeen Islam". 

The weekend statement 
criticised Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai and Defence 
Minister Mohammad 

Qasim Fahim for treating 
"aggressive forces" like 

guests in Afghanistan. 

"The aggressive forces 
have all kinds of freedom in 
Afghanistan. They are 

being considered as 


guests," AIP quoted the 
statement as saying. 
Foreign troops, aid workers 
and Afghan officials are 
being targeted in stepped 
up attacks by militants 
believed loyal to the 

Taliban, the al-Qaeda 

network or renegade 

Afghan leader Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar. 

The statement urged 
militants to keep up the 
bloodshed It also called for 
more killings of Islamic 
leaders who support the 
Karzai government, 

accusing them of 
"compromising on their 
religion, country and 
dignities". 

The statement urged 
Afghans to help the 
militants by providing them 
with food, shelter and 
information about foreign 
forces and their supporters 


25 Aug—The International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
is cutting back its 
operations in Iraq after 
warnings that it could be 
targeted for attack The 
number of foreign staff in 
Baghdad is being reduced to 
about 50 as the level of 
violence throughout the 
country has failed to abate 
and the organization fears 
that US-led forces cannot 
ensure security. 

"It’s a very difficult 
decision. It's a 

4 

heartbreaking decision for 


us to reduce our staff," 
Nada Doumani of the ICRC 
told the BBC. 

"We believe these warnings 
are to be taken seriously... 
It's very depressing for the 
Iraqis to realize that after 
four months... they don't 
feel safe in their own 
country." 

The Red Cross tends to stay 
put when everyone else 
goes, so its decision to 
reduce staff is likely to be 
followed by other agencies, 
the BBC's Susannah Price 



22 Aug—KABUL, 

Afghanistan (AP) - Islamic 
extremists burned down a 
school for girls south of the 
capital and distributed 
letters threatening to kill 
anyone working for the 
U S-backed Afghan 

government, a senior 
Afghan military official 
said Friday. 

The Abu Sofian school, 
which was housed in a tent, 
was torched on Wednesday 
night in Logar province, 30 
miles south of Kabul, said 
Gen. Hatiqulluh Luddin, a 
regional military 

commander. The school 
was closed for a monthlong 
holiday at the time and 
nobody was hurt. 

He said authorities were 
still investigating the 
incident but blamed 
unnamed extremists in 
nearby villages. 

Luddin said that another 
tented girls' school was 
burned down in a 
neighboring district two 


weeks ago. 

The Abu Sofian school, 
which has about 250 
students, will reopen as 
planned on Saturday. 
Schools across the country 
have been closed because 
of hot weather. 

The former Taliban regime 
prohibited girls from 
attending school as part of 
its drive to establish a 
"pure" Islamic state, before 
it was ousted by a U.S.-led 
military force in late 2001. 
There is still opposition 
among some in 
Afghanistan's Pashtun 
ethnic majority to education 
for girls. 

Taliban remnants and their 
allies have recently stepped 
up attacks on government 
targets - particularly in 
eastern and southern 
Afghanistan - in an 
apparent drive to 
undermine the 

administration of President 
Harmid Karzai. 

Luddin said that in the past 
week, authorities in Logar 


have found 30 fliers - 
sometimes distributed by 
different extremist groups - 
threatening anyone who 
cooperates with his 
government. 

One letter, claiming to be 
from the Taliban, said that 
the group was active all 
over the country and did 
not want girls' schools. It 
threatened to kill anyone 
who worked with the 
government. 

Another letter from a group 
calling itself Mujahedeen 
Message said: "Nobody 
should work with the 
Americans. It is an infidel 
government, whose 

workings should die." 

Luddin echoed frequent 
claims made in Afghanistan 
'and abroad that Taliban 
fugitives have found a 
haven in neighboring 
Pakistan, which backed the 
regime until the Sept. 11, 
2001 , attacks. 


lUMlUCiliiilvil 



in Baghdad says. Different 
organizations are reviewing 
their operations, following 
Tuesday's bombing of the 
United Nations compound 
in Baghdad, in which more 
than 20 people died. 

Attacks against Iraqi 
civilians have also 
continued, with three killed 
and nine injured in an 
assassination attempt on 
leading Shia Muslim cleric 
Grand Ayatollah Seyed 
Mohammed Said al-Hakim 
in the Iraqi holy city ofj 
Najaf. 


22 Aug-MIAMI (Reuters) 
- The general in charge of 
the U S. prison camp at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
wants to send home three 
boys under 16 whose 
detention provoked an 
outcry from human rights 
groups, a military official 
said on Friday 

Maj Gen. Geoffrey Miller 
will recommend that the 
Defense Department 

release the three to their 
home countries because 
they can provide no further 
useful information, a 
' Guantanamo spokeswoman 
said. 

"It is true that when we do 
get the intelligence that we 
need from certain detainees 
that we do recommend that 
they're released, returned 
back to their own 
countries," said Lt Col. 
Pamela Hart, a 

spokeswoman for the 
detention operation at the 
US. Naval Base in 
Guantanamo. 

The boys were pressed into 
battle by Afghan warlords 
and captured in 
Afghanistan during the war 
to oust al Qaeda and the 
Taliban, U S. officials said 
previously. 

The three designated for 


release are the only 
juveniles among the 660 
prisoners at Guantanamo, 
Hart said. About 60 other 
prisoners have been 
released since the United 
States began sending them 
to Guantanamo in January 
2002 . 

News that there were teen¬ 
agers at the camp prompted 
an outcry from human 
rights groups that have long 
urged the United States to 
either charge the prisoners 
with crimes and try them 
promptly, or let them go. 

They accused the United 
States of violating 
international treaties and 
the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, which requires 
that detained juveniles have 
access to lawyers and 
speedy resolution of their 
legal status. 

U S. military officials said 
that despite their youth, the 
teen-agers were dangerous 
and were detained for 
safety reasons. 

"They may be juveniles, 
but they're not on a Little 
League team anywhere. 
They're on a major league 
team and it's a terrorist 
team," Gen. Richard Myers, 


chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said in 
April. 

Amnesty International 
questioned that statement in 
the light of Miller's 
recommendation to release 
them. "With this long 
overdue release, it s quite 
clear that these guys aren t 
a threat," said Amnesty 
spokesman Alistair 

Hodgett. "Are you sure that 
you're not wrong about 
everybody else there?" 

The juveniles have been 
housed together, separately 
from the adult prisoners 
and have been receiving 
schooling, counseling and 
medical care, Guantanamo 
officials said. 

President Bush has 

authorized military 

tribunals in what he has 

called the "war on 
terrorism," and has 

designated six Guantanamo 
prisoners as eligible for 
trial. However, no charges 
have been filed against any 
Guantanamo prisoners. 
Rights activists have 

criticized the tribunals in 
advance, saying they would 
not give defendants the 
legal rights they would find 
in civilian courts. 
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